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PimsleurÂ® equals success. Just one 30-minute lesson a day gets you speaking and

understanding like no other program.This course includes Lessons 1-16 from the Spanish Level 1

program - 8 hours of audio-only effective language learning with real-life spoken practice sessions.

Each lesson provides 30 minutes of spoken language practice, with an introductory conversation,

and new vocabulary and structures. Detailed instructions enable you to understand and participate

in the conversation. Practice for vocabulary introduced in previous lessons is included in each

lesson. Topics include: greetings, numbers, meals, shopping, telling time, scheduling activities, and

asking and giving directions. The emphasis is on pronunciation and comprehension, and on

learning to speak Spanish. The Spanish LanguageSpanish is the official language of 19 Latin

American nations, as well as Spain, the Dominican Republic, and Cuba. Further, itâ€™s one of the

six official languages recognized by the United Nations. Pimsleur's Spanish programs teach an

educated Latin American Spanish, featuring speakers from Colombia and Mexico. Students can

expect to understand the lessons clearly and to be understood by Spanish speakers everywhere.
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I disagree with all the glowing reviews, and seriously doubt any of the reviewers started from square

one and felt they were prepared to visit a Spanish-speaking country from it alone.Pimsleur does

have a great idea, inspired by the Foreign Service Institute's approach, but the thing is it takes

TIME. What's good about the method is you're drilled and drilled and drilled... what you learn here



will stay with you a long time.The flipside (and it's a big one) is that with all that repetition, you learn

almost nothing. You'll learn the numbers (up to a hundred), how to tell time, how to order a generic

beer (almost every lesson spends considerable time on this), and how to ask where a hotel or

restaurant is.But if the hotel is not "right here" or "over there," (the only possible answers,

apparently) you'll have no clue. Forget about "turn left at the intersection and continue for

two-and-a-half blocks." You can order a beer, but forget about a salad, the daily special, what the

waiter recommends, a steak, some chicken, or tea or a soft drink.You can go shopping but unless

you want to buy "things" you'll come back with nothing. Nada! "Cosas" [things] is the only thing

covered! Forget shirts, dresses, pants, maps, guides, film, cameras, books, hats. Forget about

buying a plane ticket, a train ticket, asking for help, asking what's playing, finding the beach, a

nightclub, a doctor, a cop, or even checking into the hotel that was conveniently "over there."To get

any truly useful survival skills with this approach, these eight disks would need to be followed by at

least a hundred others.

I read the reviews for this product and was a bit angered at some of the negative reviews so I

wanted to write my own.Some say this product isn't great, but I really disagree. One said it's only for

beginners--YES! If you don't know Spanish, this is a great way to start.I bought a Pimsleur course

for Cantonese years ago before traveling to Hong Kong and I loved it. Even with the limited number

of words and phrases I knew, I felt comfortable going into the remotest areas of the New Territories,

where no English was spoken and thanks to Pimsleur I could ask for some things and even ask a

waitress to take a photo of me and my dad.The same is true for Spanish. I bought this program

because my fiancee is from Ecuador and I seem to be traveling to various Spanish speaking

countries a lot now to meet her. I recently went to Panama while in the midst of the Pimsleur

lessons.This was my third trip there and what a difference I felt knowing more Spanish thanks to

Pimsleur. I was able to carry on a conversation with the taxi driver, the bartender at my hotel, and

people in stores. I went on a tour with some people from other countries including Spain and

Venezuela and could speak some to them too!No, my Spanish is not perfect, but I felt such a sense

of power in that I was able to do things I wasn't able to previously. What a tremendous amount of

freedom.This is just an introduction and you'll need to keep studying to learn more and increase

your fluency, but the Pimsleur approach has really been the best for me. I have Rosetta Stone, but I

got bored with it. I don't like clicking on one word at a time. I want to hear conversations--and

Pimsleur give that to me.
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